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Election Bills Awaiting Governor’s Signature 

 

Please click on this link for a current list of election-related bills becoming law soon. 

 

                                                                                                                       -Chris Davis 
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Vice President  

 
 

June 14th – Flag Day- Anniversary of the adoption of the Stars and Stripes as the official US flag  

 

And, birth of my first born, my daughter Laura, who is 42 today! This is certainly a time to reflect 

and realize that we need to take time for ourselves and not look back one day and say, “I wish I 

had….” 

 

Is everybody registered and ready to attend the 37th Annual Election Law Seminar for County 

Officials from July 29 through July 31st?  The preliminary agenda has some great topics, so if you 

haven’t already, sign up!  There is an Optional agenda set for Sunday, July 28th for an overview of 

Elections.  This needs an additional registration, so if you are interested, don’t overlook this very 

important workshop.  DON’T FORGET that books and CDs will NOT be provided this year!  

There won’t be any available for purchase, either.  Once your registration is confirmed, a link will 

be provided for downloading and/or printing, so don’t be caught unprepared!   

 

Make plans to attend our TAEA Summer Business Meeting set for Tuesday, July 30th, during the 

noon meal.  It’s an important meeting, as we will get legislative updates and important information.  

It will also be the time to vote for a new TAEA Secretary.  We will have a prepared ballot ready, 

since we are limited in time, so if you are interested in running for the position of TAEA Secretary, 

send an email to any of the board members.  We already have some members who have shown 

interest, so step up and get involved.   

 

Lastly, make plans to attend our Mid-Winter Conference, set for January 8th through January 10th, 

2020.  Trudy Hancock, our conference host, EA from Brazos County, is doing an amazing job 

already, and she has lined up a great conference.  REO classes will be held on Monday January 6th 

and Tuesday the 7th, with the Renewal class on Wednesday, January 8th, the morning before the 

conference is to begin at noon.  Also, we are scheduling a “newbie” workshop to run concurrent 

with the Renewal REO class, for anyone that needs some quick and extra training.  Thank you to 

those that have already reached out to me with topics of interest.  Keep sending me those topics, as I 

have begun working on that schedule, and I will work with other seasoned EA’s to help with this 

workshop. 

  

I can’t conclude without one more “Thank You” to all our Legislative Committee, with special 

thanks to our President, Chris Davis, as well as Heather Hawthorne, Cary Roberts, our lobbyist, 

Nanette Forbes and Paul Miles, to name just a few.  It was amazing to watch such an incredible feat, 

as they worked and worked to accomplish so much.   

 
                                                                            - Yvonne Ramon 
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Treasurer 

 

 

 
 
If you haven't registered for the SOS Seminar, which will take place in July, you definitely need to. 

The TAEA summer meeting and cocktail hour will also be held during that time. You are welcome 

to bring a guest for an additional $20. I've attached the latest membership list. Please let me know if 

any changes need to be made.  

 

The cocktail hour, which is one of the perks of being a TAEA member, will be held in the same 

room as last year. For those that have not yet made arrangements to go, we urge you to do so as soon 

as possible. Remember, the summer meeting is when we get to vote for a new secretary for the 

Association so please put your "thinking caps" on so you can nominate a person who will do a great 

job. Nominations can be submitted via email to anyone on the Board. The deadline for nominations 

is July 22nd. 

 

Father’s Day is not the same for me. You see, my dad suffers from dementia. Some days he knows 

who I am, other days he thinks I am his sister. I miss his random calls about the weather or 

something he saw on the news. They used to drive me crazy and now I would give anything to see 

his name pop up on my phone. Luckily for me my oldest daughter, Kathryn, visits him every day 

and he thinks she is me. I wouldn’t call it luck she’s definitely a blessing. Sending a special hug to 

those of you who have lost your dads. I can only imagine how tough this weekend will be for you. 

  

Happy Father’s Day to all you Dads & Step-Dads out there and the Moms doing double time! 

 
 

                                                                      - Michele Bennett 
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 Hello from Brazos County!  Hoping everyone is able to take some time for family and fun this 

summer.  Just want to let you know where we are in some of the planning for the January mid-

winter conference.  We have some exciting things planned at the George Bush Library.  We will be 

holding the REO graduation ceremony at the library.  The library will be open for touring after 

graduation.  Hotel booking information will be coming in the fall.  Praying everyone has an amazing 

summer. 

 

                                                                          – Trudy Hancock 
 
 
 

Secretary 

 

There is a lot to think about this July and for the upcoming conference in Austin. With over thirty 

bills effecting elections in one form or another we may have some changes in store for next year. 

Some good and some bad. If you have any questions, please send an email to the legal division of 

the Secretary of State’s Office via email. That way they can prepare responses and address issues for 

us in Austin.  

 

I think the Legislative Committee did a great job of engaging the lawmakers and providing a 

working perspective to some of the more intrusive proposals. Now we need to work on how to 

address some of the issues that may make a return in two years. While that may seem like a long 

time, in our profession we are used to planning two years in advance. I am talking about you, 

November 2020.  

 

I hope you all will keep an eye for issues that aren’t fully addressed in Austin so we can carry it 

forward to the Midwinter Conference in Bryan College Station in January. I realize it’s a primary 

year, but this might be the one you shouldn’t miss.  Yvonne Ramon, incoming president, is working 

hard to put together great presentations and ensure its value as a learning event. 

 

As I write this, I am in mid runoff for the largest city in my county.  I have only once seen the initial 

numbers for runoff exceed the Election Day turnout. I don’t know if this is just a reaction to the 

candidates or a continuation of the surge we saw in November of last year, but it is heartening. If 

you are seeing it too we may be in for a wild election cycle. And in a weird way I am getting 

excited. After years of boxing up and then shredding unused ballots, maybe we will have a little 

more free space in that section of our warehouse.  

 

Happy Fourth of July! Let us all remember the call for independence, self-determination and 

rebellion against tyranny. Now bring forth the fireworks. 

 

                                                                                                - Remi Garza      
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Education Chair 

 

.  
Well it seems that I missed compiling data and sending a report to the SOS on our use of Vote Centers in the 

May 4, Election.  I don’t know if I have done so in the past, if this is something new, or if I just didn’t do it in 

previous years.  I started working on it yesterday and, hopefully, I will be done with it today.  It seems that I 

spend an awful lot of time answering questionnaires, completing surveys, and gathering data for Open 

Records requests.   I am sure we are all in the same boat.  

 

We have a number of educational conferences coming up this summer.  I hope to see everyone in Austin for 

the SOS Election Law conference at the end of July. In August, the Election Center is holding their annual 

summer conference in Orlando, and iGO, formerly IACREOT, is holding their Annual Conference in 

Houston next month.  Any, or all, of the conferences offer us the opportunity to learn and network with other 

election professionals. 

 

Although the recently ended legislative session was not particularly kind to cities and counties, 

Election offices emerged largely unscathed.  With the support of TAC, our association did a 

remarkable job of providing testimony on proposed legislation.  Our membership also effectively 

lobbied our local legislators to help kill a number of bills passed out of committee. Chris Davis was 

probably at every committee hearing, and did a great job selling our positions on a number of bills.  

To me, the most important victory was in beating back the attack on Direct Recorded Electronic 

Voting Systems.  People who have never run an election have proclaimed, without evidence, that 

DRE’s are bad and paper is good. Some of these folks even want us to go back to counting by hand 

claiming it would be more accurate.  If anyone believes that, then they have never counted ballots by 

hand. It is the most inaccurate way to tabulate.  Likewise, if anyone believes that optical scan ballots 

can’t be mismarked, or altered, they have never run an election, nor tabulated ballots.  We are seeing 

a new generation of ballot marking devices that can offer the convenience of a DRE, but produce a 

paper ballot.  When Fort Bend County replaces our current voting system, I hope it is with another 

DRE. However, for those counties that want paper, these new systems will allow us to continue to 

serve our voters who want to cast an early ballot, or to enjoy the convenience of Countywide polling 

places.  Unbelievably, many of the “experts” don’t like the hybrid systems, claiming that the 

equipment could be programmed to produce different results than are marked on the printed ballot.  

This insanity has to stop.  One thing we know about 2016 is that the Russians engaged in a massive 

social engineering campaign to sow distrust in our government and electoral processes.  They were 

wildly successful.  Three years later the campaign to plant doubt about our democracy continues, but 

we are doing it to ourselves.  

                                                                                                   - John Oldham 
 

Welcome New     
Election 

Administrators 

Christine Roriguez Torres – Willacy County 

Pamela Holmes – Titus County 

Kaitlin Smith – Rusk County 

Gwen Holt – Lavaca County 

Mary Ann Orta – Calhoun County 

Christie Mooney – Archer County 

Donald Robinette – Harrison County 

Brian Birdwell – Kenedy County 

Lynn Casteel – Jack County 

Oscar Villarreal – Blanco County 

Anissa Herrera – Gillespie County 

 

I missed giving a shout out and welcoming several of the new Election Administrators that started 

this year, so here is the exhaustive list for 2019.  If I miss someone, please let me know.  
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Job Openings 
 

Tarrant County – Early Voting Coordinator 

Travis County – Elections Administrator Asst 

Ellis County – Election Supervisor 

Just a SPECIAL NOTICE for the recipients of the newsletter. The association newsletter is intended for members and associates of Texas Association of Election 
Administrators. Those individuals who are not members or associates of the association may be removed at any time. 

https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/tarrant/jobs/2467768/early-voting-coordinator-elections?pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/traviscounty/classspecs/773946
http://www.co.ellis.tx.us/Jobs.aspx?UniqueId=124&From=All&CommunityJobs=False&JobID=ELECTION-SUPERVISOR-188

